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the Boletin Latino-Americano de Musicay "it has not been possible for
me to extend the radius of my activities to all schools of the country,
because I cannot afford traveling expenses by plane, which is the only
possible means of communication." "The avalanche of mechanical mu-
sic," Coello Ramos continues, "has been disastrous for Honduras. While
gramophones and radios are found in the majority of homes, pianos and
other musical instruments are neglected and unappreciated. As a conse-
quence, musical culture has dropped almost to the zero point. What is
needed, besides the energetic intervention of the public authorities, is the
aid of those who understand that art is the fountainhead of civilization."

Attempts have been made in the past to cultivate music in Honduras.
Jose Trinidad Reyes (1797-1855), the Bishop of Honduras, who was
a poet, an architect, a painter, and an astronomer, included music in the
educational program of the government. In recent times, a musician
named Leonidas Rodriguez established an Academy of Music in Tegu-
cigalpa, the capital of Honduras. But he was killed in an automobile ac-
cident, and with his death the project was abandoned.

Concert music in Honduras, apart from rare visits by foreign musicians,
is supplied mainly by military bands, which exist in every sizable town
of the country. The best military band is the one in Tegucigalpa, bearing
the proud appellation of the Banda de los Supremos Poderes (Band of
the Supreme Powers),
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Francisco DIAZ ZELAYA (1898-----), now conductor of the Banda de

los Supremos Poderes in Tegucigalpa, is a native of Ojojana.

The musician Camilo RIVERA (1878-----) is known chiefly as a con-
ductor of military bands and as the composer of numerous popular dances.

Ramon Ruiz (1894-----), the amateur musician resident in Honduras,

is a Nicaraguan by birth. He admits that his musical equipment is limited
to the chords he can find on his guitar.

Because of extreme poverty in his youth, Ignacio VILLANUEVA GALE-

ANO (1885-----) was unable to devote himself to serious study, and instead

practiced music on a homemade flute. Later he became a band conductor.
An unfortunate addiction to alcohol forced him eventually to abandon
music. In his lucid moments Villanueva Galeano wrote military marches.
The score of his Pan American Union March is included in the Fleisher
Collection in Philadelphia.